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advice of Talleyrand, the principle of legitimacy was
accepted, and the Bourbons were recalled. Louis XVIII
re-entered Paris after an absence of three and twenty years
on 3 May, and shortly afterwards accepted a Charter which
guaranteed a Parliamentary Constitution to France. On
14 May another Bourbon, Ferdinand VII, was restored to
Madrid, and on the 24th Pius VII, released from imprison-
ment, made a solemn re-entry into Rome. About the same
time Victor Emmanuel was restored to Turin.
Meanwhile the allies were busy arranging terms of peace
in Paris, and on 30 May the first Treaty of Paris was signed.
France was treated with extraordinary leniency, not to say
generosity. She was restored to the limits of 1792, with the addition
of a slice of Savoy and strips of territory on the Eastern frontier and
the confirmation of Avignon ; no war indemnity was imposed, and
France was not even required to disgorge the art treasures (with the
exception of the Vienna library and some trophies from Berlin) stolen
from nearly every capital in Europe. France engaged not to fortify
any places in the East Indies, or to keep any military force there
except for police purposes. England restored all the French Colonies
taken in the war, except Tobago, St. Lucia and the lie de France
(Mauritius). France recognized the independence of Switzerland,
the Netherlands, and the various German and Italian States so long
controlled by Napoleon. England extorted from France a promise
for the abolition of the slave trade, and, in addition to the Colonies
mentioned above, retained Malta, and agreed to purchase from Hol-
land Cape Colony, already (1806) acquired by conquest. Other out-
standing questions (on some of which private agreement had already
been reached by the four leading Powers) were referred to a Congress
to meet later at Vienna.
A criticism of the settlement thus effected may more fitly
be deferred until its completion in 1815.
With Napoleon an exile in Elba; with the legitimate
rulers restored to France, Spain, Holland and Sardinia;
with the Pope once more at the Vatican, the great monarchs
and diplomatists might fairly be allowed to take breath
before plunging into the discussion of therdifl&cult problems
which awaited solution at Vienna.